Local author on TV 

1 By TERESA FRANKLIN 
News-Post Staff 

Local author Harold 
Weisberg, who has long- 
maintained that the wrong 
man has been imprisoned for 
the assassination of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr., 
appeared on Channel 5 Friday 
night. 
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Mr. Weis berg and several other 
people, including the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, commented on King during 
a special called “Who Killed Martin 
Luther King?” on Fox Television, 
Washington, D.C., from 9 to 10 p.m. 

In addition, copies of some of Mr. 
Weisberg’s records were displayed 
during the program. Mr. Weisberg, 
author of several books about the 
deaths of King and John F. Kennedy, 
said the filming of his segment was 
done at his home Aug. 4. 

The man who pleaded guilty to 
King’s assassination in 1968, James 
Earl Ray, is serving a 99-year sen- 
tence. Ray has since denied killin g 
King but has been unsuccessful in 
getting his appeal heard in court, 
said Mr. Weisberg, 79. 


Documents in the basement and in 
the office of his home on Old 
Receiver Road show that Ray was 
not guilty of the murder, Mr. 
Weisberg said. For one thing, he 
said, Ray was not a good enough shot 
to kill King. 

On April 4, 1968, King was shot once 
by a rifle bullet as he stood on the 
balcony of his room at the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis, Term. 

Ray was arrested two months later 
in London. He pleaded guilty 
because he believed the sentence 
would be worse for him if he were 
convicted, according to Mr. 
Weisberg. 

The author suggests that a gang 
may have been responsible for killin g 
King under contract or because of 
political beliefs. Ray was probably 
only a pawn, and the real killers have 
never been caught, he said. 






